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Gov. Perdue Announces Library Card Sign-up Month

RALEIGH — Gov. Bev Perdue today designated Septembéibrary Card Sign-up Month in
North Carolina, encouraging children, families &with Carolina residents to explore their
public library and its many resources and to sigrian the “smartest card.”

“A public library card gives you access to a whalarld of information and imagination,” said
Gov. Perdue. “During these tough economic timesstate’s public libraries are critical because
they help residents learn to read, use computetslevelop other skills they need to succeed.”

During September the State Library of North Calithe North Carolina Department of
Cultural Resourcesyww.ncculture.com and libraries from Murphy to Manteo, both ruratlan
urban, join to spread the message that the libmany is the “smartest card” to have in your
wallet. The goal is to make the library card thestrwvalued and used card for North Carolina
residentsNearly five million North Carolinians are card-cany library users

During the last fiscal year more than 37 millionri¥oCarolinians visited their public libraries
and more than 9 million of them used library congpsit Growth in materials being checked out,
customer visits and especially internet use aatibs continues a trend. Nationally public
library visits are up 19% from 2000 to 2006. Cliation of library materials is up 20%. Access
to public computers is up 86%.

Secretary of Cultural Resources, Linda A. Carlibkes visited several libraries since her
appointment. She states, "Libraries are placgge#t opportunity. They serve as an integral
part of our communities, helping our citizens imgdhemselves, their families and their lives



and sparking creativity and imagination. Everyoneur state should have the ‘smartest card’, a
library card!"

The "Smartest Card" initiative is part of The Caigpgor America's Libraries, a multi-year
public awareness and advocacy effort by the Amerigharary Association. Begun in 2004, the
campaign promotes the value of public librariesamatide.

The State Library of North Carolina is a divisiditiee N.C. Department of Cultural Resources.
The State Library of North Carolina works in parstep with communities to develop library
service, coordinates statewide programs for aksypf libraries, and offers direct library service
to state employees, genealogy researchers, antepgbp have visual and physically
handicaps. The Department of Cultural Resourcasstate agency dedicated to the promotion
and protection of North Carolina’s arts, historglamilture and podcasting 24/7 with information
about the Department of Cultural Resources, alll@via atwww.ncculture.com.
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